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Welcome to your new neighborhood at Rowan Park.  Your new home will 
soon be part of a carefully thought out collection of home sites developed 
around the natural features nestled amongst the park and green corridors.  
These design guidelines have been developed to provide oversight 
encouraging a cohesive high quality neighborhood while allowing 
individuality through design, materials and color choices. 
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DESIGN APPROVAL PROCESS 
 
Step 1: Preliminary design review (Allow 3 working days).  Before you finalize your 
plans, we would like to have an opportunity to review and provide general direction and 
input.  This stage can be submitted via email or printed copies.  Your submission should 
include: 
 

1. Site Plan showing setbacks, existing and proposed grades, house and 
outbuildings placement, and driveway and sidewalk locations. 

2. Concept exterior house evaluation indicating finish materials, roof pitches, 
proposed grading etc. 

3. Conceptual floor plans; main, upper, and basement if/as applicable to 
communicate scale and massing. 

 
Step 2: Finished design/review/approval (Allow 3 working days).  Once you’ve 
received preliminary approval and/or comments and finished your plans we request you 
submit the following: 
 

1. Two full sets printed on 24 x 36 (to be signed and returned for building permit 
submission to the City of Chilliwack) plus one 11 x 17 printed set to be retained 
by the design controller/developer. 

2. Home | outbuilding finish material samples and colors being proposed with a 
colored front elevation encouraged (but not required) 

3. Landscape plans indicating materials, driveway | sidewalk finishes, retaining 
wall locations | material and plantings proposed including street trees and 
subdivision plantings per Schedule A attached. 

4. Application fee of $500.00 + GST. 
 
Building Design Guidelines 
Home sites in Rowan Park Subdivision design policy places special importance on the 
front or street-visible areas of the homes and on landscaping finish to front yards.  The 
basic design, detailing and finish standards set out are increased for street-visible 
building faces with certain specific requirements added for finish material, design and 
detailing of surfaces and windows.  Applicants should carefully study the following 
sections of the guidelines where these requirements are set out in detail. 
 

1. Dwelling Types and Sizes; One-floor rancher type homes (1,200 square feet 
main floor minimum), one and a half and two storey dwellings (1,000 square 
feet main floor minimum) are permitted with basement entry design considered 
at the discretion of the design controller. 

2. Garage; All dwellings are to have a fully enclosed attached or detached double 
or triple garage designed and planned incomplete character with the parent 
dwelling. 

3. Design Repetition; The exterior design of each dwelling shall be unique in 
color, design and finish with no repeat of identical homes within 6 lots. 
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4. Corner lot designs; Shall continue the front elevation finish, style and design 

around the corner in a smooth and natural transition. 
5. Building Grades; The main floor, basement (where applicable) and garage 

minimum elevations have been established by the civil engineer and are to be 
followed in conjunction with finished grades.  The SR zone dictates maximum 
building heights.  Excavated soil or construction waste cannot be placed on any 
adjacent lot, roadway or walkway in the subdivision without the written approval 
of the owner and the developer. 

6. Roof designs shall be a hip/cottage style roof at min 5/12 with gable roofs at 
min 10/12 elements encouraged as features.  Roof finish to be minimum 30 yr. 
warrantied profile duroid/fiberglass shingle with high definition ridge caps.  Roof 
color to be in the browns and grays complimentary of the home’s exterior 
cladding.  Roof overhangs to be a minimum 24” and must have a minimum 2x8 
wood or cementitious fascia with minimum 1x4 on 2x12 gable fascia. 

7. Exterior finish materials shall be hardi-plank siding, hardi-panel with battens, 
hardi or cedar shingle, acrylic stucco, brick, cultured stone or natural stone.  
Vinyl siding will not be considered.  All windows and doors to have a 6”w 
minimum wood/cementitious trim. 

8. All homes in Rowan Park are encouraged to incorporate a significant element 
of natural timer in the street facing elevations or entry feature, porch and 
balcony supports. 

9. Colors are to avoid garish/primary colors.  Colors reflective of the natural 
surroundings of Rowan Park are encouraged with trims, window frames, gutters 
soffits and downspouts colors complementing the main cladding color, Soffit, 
fascia and gutter colors are to be the same.  Color repeats on adjacent homes 
(3 lots each side) not permitted unless significant trim/stone color variation 
proposed at the discretion of the design controller. 

10. Geotechnical; A Geotechnical Study has been completed for the entire 
subdivision indicating that soil conditions are adequate for residential 
development.  In addition to this, the applicant must, at their expense, retain a 
Geotechnical Engineer to certify the bearing capacities of their individual lot and 
intended construction.  While not required by the Developer, it is recommended 
that the owner-applicant obtain structural engineer approval for footings, 
foundations and the remaining structure. 
 

Landscaping | Grading | Fencing; Owner-applicants need to submit a detailed 
landscape finish.  This plan must be submitted at scale no smaller than 1/8”=1’0 and 
extend from curb line to the outline of the front face of the dwelling.  The plan must show 
lawn areas, driveway, sidewalks and all required and intended landscape material by 
name and location.  This plan should not be confused with the Plot Plan required for 
municipal approval. 

1. Tree and shrub planting in front yards must be designed to compliment the 
individual home and streetscape.  The lot owner is responsible to plant the 
street trees (per Schedule A) on their own property with the developer  
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responsible for trees within the city owned property adjacent to their lot and 
every effort shall be taken to protect those trees from damage during 
construction.  Front yards shall have extensive plantings in gardens 
surrounding the entry/front sidewalk. 

2. Driveways and sidewalks; driveways must have a minimum width of 14 feet 
and maximum width of 20 feet at the curb and extend the full width of the 
garage at the house.  Sidewalks and driveway finish and design to be 
coordinated with accepted finish materials being colored/sealed concrete, 
exposed aggregate concrete sealed, colored/stamped/sealed concrete, paving 
stones (if used in conjunction with 18”w concrete border) or combinations of the 
above. 

3. Fencing must enclose the rear yard and may extend along side yards no 
further than 3 feet back from the front face of the home or back corner in the 
case of a corner lot to 4 feet high.  Back yard fencing material to be vinyl coated 
black chain link fencing.  Front yard fencing permitted to a maximum of 3 feet 
high with material choices being black metal/aluminum, brick, and stone or split 
rail wood in keeping with the architectural elements of the home provided 
finishes are maintained.  A continuous max 5-foot high cedar hedge may be 
planted along one side of the fencing.  This hedging is optional and is for 
privacy at the discretion of the homeowner. 

4. Lawn drains are to be installed by the owner or builder at his expense as 
shown on the “Storm Water Management Plan and Silt Control Details Plan”.  
The builder’s Geotechnical Engineer must approve both of the installations. 

5. Retaining Walls; Refer to the City of Chilliwack guidelines and requirements.  
Landscape and retaining walls material to be natural stone or architectural 
concrete. 

 
Construction Site Appearance; Applicants and builders must keep the lots and 
abutting streets clean and orderly during construction and marketing.  No material or 
debris shall be stored on property adjacent to a job site.  One real estate sign and one 
Applicant Identification sign (either must not exceed 2 feet by 3 feet) may be placed on 
each lot.  No other signs are allowed without the approval of the Developer. 
 
Liability of the Developer; The Applicant acknowledges that the plan review is 
provided as a service and the Developer and his Design Review Consultant assume no 
responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided or any losses or damages 
resulting from the use thereof.  Nothing herein shall be or be deemed to be construed as 
an admission of responsibility of liability on the part of the Developer or his Design 
Review Consultant to or for the benefit of any third party whether an owner of the lands 
in the area or otherwise, to enforce, oversee, peruse, maintain or otherwise control the 
activities of the Applicant herein with respect to the use of the lands and enforcing of any 
conditions herein to be performed by the Applicant shall be at the sole discretion of the 
Developer as it shall see fit from time to time.  No explicit or implied review or approval 
is given to the drawings other than in the terms identified in the design and building 
guidelines.  Liability on all other matters including but not limited to structural adequacy,  
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soils and foundation conditions and performance, performance standards of materials 
approved, methods of construction or any building permit review are not the 
responsibility of the Developer or his Design Review Consultant and the signatory of this 
document or subsequent purchasers will not hold the Developer or his Design Review 
Consultant liable for any problems that may arise. 
 
Security Deposit; To ensure the design guidelines including landscaping is adhered to 
the Developer will require the Applicant upon transfer of the Lot (Completion Date) or 
prior to plan approval whichever comes first pay a $5,000.00 deposit to Rowan 
Industries Ltd. in trust.  The cost of rectifying any damage to streets, curbs, sidewalks or 
services damaged by the owner/builder or any contractor, or supplier hired by them will 
also be deducted from the deposit prior to release.  In case of an Applicant purchasing 
and building on multiple lots the deposit shall be to a maximum of $15,000.00, which 
can be rolled over.  The deposit will be returned to the Applicant without interest 
providing all requirements of the guidelines have been met within 30 days following 
completion of construction and landscaping.  Opinion of completion rests solely with the 
Developer.  The deposit will not be returned if all requirements of the guidelines have 
not been completed within 12 months of commencement of construction (foundation 
excavation) and final street approval. 
Security deposit release; The Applicant must contract the Developer or his Design 
Review Consultant to arrange for a final field review.  This field review will be scheduled 
within 7 working days of the request and the Applicant should arrange to be present.  If 
the Design Review Consultant recommends approval the deposit will be released by the 
Developer within 10 working days of the Design Review Consultant’s report.  If 
deficiencies are noted at the time of the field review, a fee of $250.00 for this review and 
any subsequent field review will be charged and deducted from the security deposit.  
The second and subsequent field reviews will be carried out within 10 working days of 
request.  Security deposits will be released within 10 working days of satisfactory 
review. 
 
Obligation of Applicant and Developer; The Applicant acknowledges and agrees that 
in the event that construction of the house on the lot or lots and the landscaping 
including fencing has not been completed within 12 months following commencement of 
construction (foundation excavation), the deposit for the lot or lots shall be forfeited by 
the Applicant to the Developer and in addition the Developer shall be entitled to 
commence action against the Applicant to recover any costs or expenses incurred by 
the Developer in excess of the $5,000.00 per lot causing the lot or lots to be completed 
in accordance with the guidelines, and the obligations of the Developer to maintain 
architectural control in respect of the lot or lots shall terminate.  The Developer will 
entertain an extension of the 12-month time limit for the landscaping portion, due to 
weather.  The Applicant acknowledges that upon final acceptance by the Developer of 
the construction of the home and completion of landscaping including fencing on the lot 
or lots pursuant to the guidelines and the release of the deposit of such part thereof as is 
not required by the Developer to complete such construction and landscaping, the  
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obligations of the Developer to maintain architectural control in respect to the lot or lots 
shall terminate, unless the Applicant applies to the Developer at a future time to do 
major or minor alterations or additions to existing structure or lands.  The Applicant 
further acknowledges and agrees that the applicant shall have no right or privilege to 
enforce the guidelines or to cause the Developer to take any action in respect of 
enforcement of the guidelines for any other lot or lots within this development. 
 
I hereby acknowledge receipt of a copy of these design guidelines of the Rowan Park 
Subdivision and I agree to abide by them.  If I fail to do so the Developer shall be 
entitled to retain the $5,000.00 deposit absolutely, and further, if the Developer elects 
they may correct any deficiencies and recover the costs from me. 
 
Lot purchaser/owner(s):        
 
Name of owner (print):        
 
Date:           
 
Witness:             
     sign and print name 
 
 
 

END OF DOCUMENT 






